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oent. New Mexioo is at the bottomA MOTTO FOR THE MEW 7EAB. sioner Wm. T. Harriss, especially
his memories of the famous "bluetTOQ CS jfcn .

took the matter up because the insufficiency of the shool-fnn(- i waa

Tt that " tax- -had been reached. The decisionof the court, whioh was unanimousand final, compels the B ard ofEqualization to assess the franchises
of corporations at the same ratio 0fits market value as they assess otherproperty. The result in Chicago
alone is that the telephone, eleotrio
gas, and streetcar companies must
be taxed on about $235,000,000 in
stead of $33,000,000 as hitherto
There are, of course, other franchises
that fall under the decision Butthe decision will increase the income
of the city of Chicago by about
$2,000,000 a year.

But this is not the whole benefit
of the decision nor perhans the mnt

SCRAPS FB0M HAIL BAG.

One reader wishes to know of
whom he can obtain the Agricultural
Department Year Book. He should
apply to his Representative in Con-

gress.
v

An Edgeoombe county oorresoond-en- t
of The Progressive Farmer

writes us as follows regarding a book
that we wish to join him in com-

manding to our readers: "I have
just been reading Blaok Beauty, a
book ot horse talk. 1 think that
everybody that handles a team ought
to read it and then be made to heed
it In many sections more money is
lost every year by mistreatment and
starving of horses than is spent for
sohools. Let every horse owner
read Blaok Beauty." We may add
that the book is sold at prices ranging
from 15 oents to one dollar per copy.

A Rockingham oounty correspond-
ent writes :

1 !I reoeived a sample oopy of your
paper several weeks ago and notioed
that there were several books adver-
tised in it and priced, including The
Progressive Farmer. Will you
kindly send me another sample oopy
and mark the one in your opinion
that will suit me best? I am running
a dairy farm and market garden and

of the list with' a percentage of 24.5,
Louisiana is next with a percentage
of 20 3, and North Carolina comes
third with a percentage of 19.0.

In North Carolina the county
with the smallest percentage of
white illiteracy ie New Hanover
with 5.1, but this is greater
than for any entire State or
entire group of States outside the
South Atlantic and South Central
Divisions except Missouri The
oounty with the next lowest percent-
age is Meoklenburg 8 8, followed in
order by Guilford 10.9, Rowan 11.7,

Cabarrus 12.6, Alamance 12 8, Tran-
sylvania 13.1, Halifax 13 2, Warren
13 3, Iredell and Pasquotank 13.4,
Moore 13.5, etc. It would be inter
esting at some other time to inquire
into the causes for this variation,
but time will not permit at present.
It is enough for present purposes to
say that the percentage of white
male illiteracy of our State is the
same as that of the negro male illit-
eracy of the North Central States
and greater than the negro male
illiteracy of the North Atlantio
States.

The Thinkers.
THE PESSIMIST WE HATE ALWAYS

WITH " US

Has there ever been an age this
side of Eden when there was not
some and even many, causes for
pessimism? The Norfolk Landmark
finds an old complaint that things
were going to smash in the. early
das of the Republic, when every-
body was supposed to be h' peful of
the future The following letter, it
says, was found in The Maryland
Journal and Baltimore Advertiser of
the year 1785 :

"We are all going to the Devil as
fast as we oan our Money is gone
our Trade ruined our Countrymen
no longer virtuous, our Country-
women no longer industrious our
Gentlemen fit for nothing but to
dress and to dance our Ladies as
foolish and more extravagant than
ever our Merohants turned Gentle
men our Army friends to Mon
arohy our Religion subverted our
old Staunch Whigs and Patriots
abused as Bigots and Blockheads ; in
short, our whole Frame of State
diseased."

And no doubt a hundred years be-

fore 1785 there were causes for
pessimism as well as reasons for
hopefulness, side by side ; and a hun-
dred years before that, too, and so
on back in the centuries of the past ;

and there always will be in the fu-

ture conditions that depress and
sadden us, as well as others that re--j

ice us, like wheat and tares grow
ing in the same field, until the mil
lennium comes and our little star,
blood stained, tear bedewed and sin-soile- d

in its six thousand ciroles
rout d the sun, rolls on into its
Golden Age. Speed the day! Char
lotte Observer.

A 0000 LAW.

Down at Goldsboro the other day
a citizen who owned a 7.000 mort- -

gage undertook to foreclose it. At
torneys for the party who had given
the mortgage looked into the matter
and found that the mortgagee had
failed to list it for taxation. There
upon the proceedings oame to a sud
den termination, for under the law
the oolleotion of solvent credits can
not be enforoed unless thev have
been listed for taxation, so the mort
gagee will have to wait until another
ax listing and list his mortgage for

taxation if he desires to oolleot it
This law is a good one. It is not in
tended to and really does not en
oourage people in the non-payme- nt

of their just debts (many of them
don't need any encouragement in
that line), but it is intended to force
men to return their property for
taxation and to thus bear their just
proportion of the publio burdens
along with their neighbors. A man
rich enough to own a $7,000 mort
gage and mean enough to try to
sneak out of paying taxes on it, do-serv- es

to lose about half of it.
Statesville Landmark.

THE TAXATION OF FRANCHISES.

It was a dramatic and almost sen
sational decision handed . down bv
the Supreme Court of Illinois, where
by the publio service corporations in
the State must hereafter be taxed
also on the value of their franchises
and not as hitherto only on the value
of their tangible property. The sub-
jeot was brought before the court by
an agitation begun by two teachers
in the public sohools of Chicago.
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Misa Haley and Miss Gogga. They

Alter considering all the verses
that have occurred to us, including
some from the great masters, we
wo have found none that we regard
as so worthy of commending to our
readers as a New Year's motto as
these four lines from some forgotten
singer :

"If a oobbjer by trade, I'll make it
my pride

The best of all oobblers t6 be ;

And if only a tinker, no tinker on
earth. i j hi. j:i 'onau menu an oiu liobbio uk.v mo,

Here, we believe, is the philosophy
that we all need the teaching that
" 'tis the doing, not the deed" that
is most worthy of thought; that it
is not the magnitude of the task, but
doing it well that is most to be ad
mired.

The world would be immeasurably
happier were eaoh of us to realize
that it is not in doing deeds that at
traot public notice or applause, but
in doing our best in our own sphere,
whatever that may be. that true
happiness and nobility is found.

Half the failures that our young
men make are due to nothing else
than the delusion that if they had
important duties, responsible posi-
tions, thev would do their work

J v

well, but that tasks of less import
anoe may be slighted. These are
the young men that never rise above
menial positions and go down to
thir erraves comDlaininsr of hard
luok.

It is the young man who realizes
that no task is so unimportant as to
admit of poor work who is in train
ing for more important duties and
who wins the confidence and help of
throne mm who have learned that
'in no art is it ever safe for a man

j. i. ii i i i. . i. iu..i:. i v. : 'iu tin ut? low tiie iwb tuat m iu uim
Not all of us may choose our tasks

for the New Year. "The Master of ail
Good Workmen" set them for us
and they are not always to our liking.
B at with whatever materials or tools
H eives u. it is in onr power to "be
faithful in thene things," and win
the praise, 4Well done, good and
faithful servant," that He give to
worthy workers whether the task be
laree or small.

Even if doing well these smaller
tasks did not mean promotion to
nobler work, (as it almost invariably
does) the effort would still be worth
the making for the peace and. joy
that faithful work give the laborer
himself The approval of one's own
conscience and judgment outweigh- -

the plaudits of the multitude, and it
has always been true, as Shakespeare
taught, that while " 'tis not in mor
tals tooommand success," it is nobler
to deserve it as does every man
who aots well his part," however
huiible that part may be

IN THIS NUMBER COME RANDOM COM
MENT.

FARM ARTIOLES

On page 1 we are printing the first
of another series of artioles on corn
raising, written by Mr J. C. Suffern,
whose articles on similar subjects
published last winter attracted muoh
attention. The paragraph on ('How
ko Maintain the Vittlity of Seed
Corn" deserves especial considera-
tion.

Harry Farmer talks of feeding
hens for eggs, on whioh topio he

ill have more to say next week.
Many farmers put themselves to

muoh trouble to burn all cornstalks,
stubble, and other vegetable matter
that would add humus to the soil.
To all suoh people we commend Dr.
Hunnioutt'8 artiole on the first page.

Mr. Barrett has a very sensible
letter on the diversification of crops.

Another very important subject,
regarding whioh we have before pub-
lished some interesting artioles, is
chat disoused by Dr Burkett in his
livestock letter this week. A bet-te- r

understanding of this matter of
type would save many thousand
d diars annually 1 1 our farmers. The
milk record and the Babcook test
would make this oiear, and until
these are put into more general use,
the wasteful methods now in vogue
will probably continue. A sugges-
tive statement was that made by
Dr. Burkett two weeks ago that our
farmers would almost certainly be
benefited if lightning should at once
strike and kill the poorer half of the
cows in the State.

pages 4 and 5.

We hope that our series of famous
poems is doing some good. Acquain
tance with the best verse is helpful
to every one, and we have given con
siderable time and thought to the
effort to make this a worthy collec-
tion
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We invite correspondence, news items, sug
reations and criticisms on the subjects of agri
culture, poultry raising, Biocsureeuiux.uwij"
lag, horticulture and garding; woman's work,
literature, or any subject of interest to our lady
readers, young people, or the family generally;

matters, current events, political
Snbllc principles, etc., In short, any subject
iiscuBsed in an all-rou- nd farm and family news
paper. Communications should oe rree irom
personalities and party abuse.

A THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK.

We live in deeds, not years in
thoughts, not breaths ;

In feelings, n t in figures on a dial.
We should count time by heart

throbs H m ist live1
Who thinks most, feels the noblest,

aois the bst.
Philip James Bailey.

The t4G od Roads Train" will visit
Raleigh, February 10th. We suppose
that a state Go d Roads Convention
will be held at the same time. We
ihould eno urage every movement
looking to the improvement of our
highways, for there is probably no
matter so oloseiy affecting the public
welfare in whioh as little progress
has been made in the last half
century.

COUNTY ALLIANCE MEETINGS.

Most of the County Alliance meet-
ings will be held this week. No dele
gate should fail to attend, for good
well-attende- business like meet-
ings here at the beginning of the
year will greatly stimulate and en-
courage all friends of the Order.

Again, let eaoh delegate resolve
not to be satisfied with a formal,

'out-and-drie- d" session doing only
routine woik Discuss plans for in-

creasing interest in Sub. meetings,
and enlarging the membership. Take
up point by point the subjects men-tine- d

in Bro. Parker's excellent cir-
cular to County Secretaries and dis-

cus them.
Finally, see that on some one is

laid the responsibility of sending a
report to The Progressive Farmer
not a mere outline of routine work
only, but a report of views as to
what Jan or should be done to build
op the Order and promote its work.

IMP0BTANI ABTICLE3.

Among our December articles no
others attracted so muoh attention
as Mr C. S. Wooten's "Life on the
'Old Plantation," and Mr. O W.
Blaoknall's articles on terracing. Ia
tasking with our readers in the lant
few weeks, we have heard Mr.
Wooten's articles very highly
praised. We should be glad if he
would write again of those old dayt
he ha 30 skilfully pictured.

Mr. Blaoknall's terracing artioles
have awakened new interest in
We of tho most neglected of import-
ant farm questions. One Wake
Cuunty reader says: 'You have
never printed a better artiole than
Mr. O W. Blaoknall's letter on ter-

racing in your issue of Deo. 24th. I

hope fiMi will get our people to
thinking more about that important
Pnhlt." Br the way, we have a

from Mr. Cool manshurt rejoinder
next week, and we

whioh will appear , rtv.ftTH
I
i

hcpa thatMr. Blaoknall i

vaU 'iiMUJS the quenu
ur

back" speller, will doubtless interest
our older readers.

Valuable and thoughtful is Mrs.
Fletcher's letter to "Aunt Jennie,'
because it bears striking testimony
to the importance of intelligent
poultry raising Bat if any part of
her letter is to be interpreted as ad-

vice to our girls to "strike out for
themselves" after the manner of the
"new woman," forsaking the nobler
tasks of home-makin- g and house
keeping, then we hope that some
of our lady readers who hold to the
simple, . Southern, and "old fash
ioned," if you please idea of wo
man's sphere will present tha other
side of the question. By the way
the best thing that we have ever
read on this subjeot is from the pen
of Cardinal Gibbons, and' appears in
the Ladies' Home Journal for Jan
uary.

We pity the man or woman who
has so far outgrown ohildish things
as to ba unable to enjoy James
Whitoomb Riley's ohild rhymes
another one of whioh appears on
page 5.

Mrs Stevens' "Nature 8tudy" arti
oles an exoellent, and our readers,
the younger ones especially, should
not fail to give them attention.
We have no doubt but that Mrs.
8tevens would bfi glad to answer
any inquiries relating to the subjects
she discusses, and we hope that our
friends will not hesitate to write us
when in search of light on nature
study problems

NORTH CAROLINA EDUCATIONAL STA
TISTICS.

At the meeting of the North Caro
Una Association of Academies held
in this city Dao 27 h and 28th, Prof
W. A. Withers, of the A. and M.
C lleg, read a paper that ought to
be of interest to all our people. In
fact, we are surprised that our en
t-e-r prising dai'y contemporaries did
not publish it in full, for it contains
facts regarding North Carolina's
place in the eduqatimal column that
would surprise most readers, no one
else having published a study of the
Census Bureau's educational statis
tics made for the purpose of asoer
taining the standing of our 8tate.

Some extraots from Prof. Withers'
paper follows :

The results of the census taken
during June, 1900, and relating to
education have been published in
bulletin form and are now available.
The facts contained m theie bulletins
are full of interest bnt not always of
oause for congratulation. In fact,
the condition of an tors in North
Carolina is deplorable und should be
improved. Whatever may be the
indireot agencies employed, the
direct agent will be tLvj cc unty eohool
teacher. While it in the rule that
all who teach mnai ojntend with ill
preparation, small appreciation and
little hope of great financial rewards,
the country school teacher like the
frontier settler is the hardest put to
of his class On the other hand, upon
his labors as mach as on any other
man and more than most men, de-

pends the civilization of the State.
As giving some idea as to how muoh
such services are neded your speaker
will take the liberty of departing
some vhat from the regulation form
of weloome addresses and give you
tie results of his exan ination of the
census reports referred to

In the Western group of States
(omitting New Mexico), the percent
age of illiteracy of white, males over
21 years of age is 1 4 a figure
smaller than for any other group of
States of the Onion. Washingt n
and Alaska, which belong to this
group, have a percentage of only 0.5
whioh is ltss than that of any ether
State or Territory of our country.

In the North Atlantic States the
peroantige is 1.8, the lowest ot the
group beiag Massachusetts, 0.6 per
oent.

In the North Central States the
percentage is 2 4.

Tne South Atlantic States have an
average of 10.1 per cant., thas highest
being North Carolina with a per
centage of 19.0. The States in this
group approaohing the dgure most
nearly are Virginia, South Carolina
and Georgia, which have a per
centage of between 12 per cent, and
12 6 per cent, but it will be noted
that there is a considerable differ-
ence between the illiteracy in these
8tates and North Carolina.

In the South Central States the
white male illiteracy is 10 3 per cant,
the highest member of the group
being Louisiana with a. percentage
of 20.3.

For the whole of the United States
the white male illiteracy 1 per

important; for it emphasizes andencourages one of the most pressing
taxreforms that need making in
most of our cities The general
escape of the owners of franchises
from the tax-li- st has greatly en-
couraged the various doctrines of
destruction and of unrest that have
played a part in munioiDal Dolitina
and in the lobbies of State Legishv
tures. We owe to Mr. Roosevelt a
plan for such taxation In New York
City ; and it is a subject of hopeful
agitation in several Western States

Deoember World's Work.
FOB BETTER E0ABS.

Why is the new road law better
than the old?

1. The old law is not modern : it is
out of date ; it has no mark of prog-
ress in it. Boys under 21 years of
age are required to work, and nearly
every fellow who works out hia
time does more shirking than actual
work.

The consequence is poor roada.
2. Six days labor are required un

der the old. Under the ne only
four days ar required and any
person subjeot to road rimy (between
ages of 21 and 45) may be released
from road duty entirely bypayii g
tne sum or 52, or 50 oents for eaoh
day into the road fund.

The result is better roada. Every
man nas to honestlv Twrfnr,., v,iaj ev jut id
work or pay his money int the
funds It will be hard on the lazy
man and the shirker.

3. All taxable property in the
oounty would be subjeot .to taxation
for keeping up the roads This only
pinches the "close-fisted- " man who
has passed the age of 45, and who
does not have loyalty en ugh in him
for his county to care whether our
people have to travel over hills,
rooks and ditches, or whether the
roads are passable or not. When yon
begin taxing railroads and corpora-
tions, in oonneotion with the ordinary
tax-payer- 8 property it will make
taxation low to all, and onr roads
will be kept up with less effort than
now and be ten times better The
tax must be within the limits of 5

and 25 oents on the $100 worth of
property and 15 and 75 cents on the
poll. A snall percent of this would
be all we need to begin on.

4 The man who is unable to pay
the tax will undoubtedly be given
the opportuniiy to work it out on
the roads if he so desires. It bears
lightly and equally on all.

5. Our convicts and convicts from
other counties may be worked.

6. All money o illeoted trom this
tax will go into one general road
fund, and it applies to the whole
oounty when once in operation.

7. It does away with the old anti-

quated system we now have, and it
means better horses and bigger
load; fewer turns and straighter
roads.

8 We are doing all this work free

and at some expense and considera-
ble loss of time. We are doing it for,

the sake of our subscribers and the
farmers of the entire oounty, who
have hauling to do, and in the inter-
est of every business man in the
oounty who would profit by gocd

roads. No oounty was ever more in
need of good roads than ours ; no
oounty ever had worse roads

9 Now is the time to aot. Sign
our road petition. Come get a blank
from us and get signers, and help a

good cause. It would disgrace us
not to act en thi now. We have
confidence in the people of Stanly to
believe that there are 300 laDd own-

ers who are anxious to lend their
names to this caue. They will
the pioneers of good roads in Stanly
and we propose to print the entire
300 names, that we may keep them
on record. Our petition is open to

all. Stanly Enterprise.

Farm hands, if they wish suocr sa,

must work as if the farm were
their own. They should oondnct
themselves so faithfully bftft5
stranger would think they
the farm and family.

want all the information on these
subjects possible. I some times have
a siok oow and don't know what to
give her; so would like to know
something of how to treat in Ruoh
cases. I will also have to praotice
feeding my oows in summer to some
extent, instead of grazing altogther.
I have some experience, but am not
a professional, and want all the ideas
I can get, and so am going to oora
monce the new year by taking The
Progressive Farmer I get a grea
deal of help from our Agricultural
Experiment Station.'

We always gladly welcome let-

ters of this kind and, upon receiving
this, wrote our correspondent that
he needed Hard s Dai rv man and
The Progressive Farmer both of
whioh we send one y ar for $1.85,
the regular irioe being $2 Dr
Burkett's article on dairying will
help this in in rer, and the Doct r
will abo answer any questi ns sent
us regarding cattle or other live
stock. (Lut us re. eat just here that
we are always glad to receive suoh
inquiries, and that in eaoh case the
request for information will have
the attention of an authority upon
the subjeot treated.) Our friend
should also have a 0)py of Kille- -

brew's "Grasses and Forage Crops,"
advertised on page 8

m

It is a genuine pleasure to receive
g tod-natur- ed criticism and sugges-
tions for improvement from readers
of The Progressive Farmer ; we re
gret ttiat ttiere are not m re letters
of this class. One for whioh th
writer has our thanks follows :

'S me time ago you requested
your subscribers t j let you know ot
any changes in your paper whioh
they tnoatsht desirable. If you
find it irctiea le to d so. if
would be helptul to your readers it
you were to iadtoate, at the up er
left hand corner (in the old Eagli-- h

style) the subjeot of whioh the para
graph treats Few of us are willing
to read a letter of half a ooluinn or
more just to ee if there is in it any
thing of interest to us. Please make
the ohange if you well can. YoUf
editorials are on matters of general
interest to citizens of the country
I enjoy your censures of wrong (as,
for instance, the indeoenoy and vul
garity at our State Fair) and your
commendation of the good, whether
of people or things. Especially do I
love to read of the good and vie
deeds and sayings of our public ser
vants, judges and others "

This suggestion, received several
weeks ago, weregirdd as very g d,
and while it was not convenient to
adopt the exact form asked tor, the
spirit of the reqaest has been put
into effeot. That is to say, wnile it
would bo difficult to indicate the sub
jects treated in "the upper left hand
corner of paragraphs,' we have,
since receiving this letter, giveu
more attention to the headings aud
sub-hea- ds of articles. Ail long ar
tides rve shall endeavor to divide
acoording to the subj30ts treated,
indicating eaoh of the more import
ant divisions by a small cap sub-
head.

But we publish this friend's letter,
not so much to explain his sugges-
tion as to give us the opportunity of
saying that suoh critioisois aremwaya nearuiy. welootnd. TheI iou.iur wisnes o
readers in making T ProgIive
r akmer or. the greatest possible ser

u its constituency.


